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in the battle which she was waging for her very existence.
The golden stream which was ceaselessly flowing into the
Tagus and the Guadalquiver would, at least in part, be diverted
to the Thames. No longer would complaints be heard of the
difficulty of meeting the expenses of the war with the miserable
revenue which was all that Elizabeth could call her own. The
gold which had been used by Philip to corrupt and enslave
would, in English hands, be all-powerful to free the nations of
Europe from his detested yoke.

The tract of country in which Raleigh hoped to try the
grand experiment was situated somewhere above the head of
the delta of the Orinoco, at an unknown distance
from the southern bank of the river. Here, if credit
was to be given to the reports generally current, was to be
found a kingdom whose treasures were at least equal to those
which, at the cost of so much blood and misery, had been
wrested from the Incas of Peru. It was said that the sovereign
of this mighty empire had his abode in the city of Manoa, upon
the shores of the lake of Parima, a vast inland sea to which the
Caspian alone, amongst eastern waters, was to be compared.
The name of El Dorado, the Golden, was in these narratives
sometimes applied to the king himself, who was said to appear
on festive occasions with his bare limbs sprinkled with gold
dust; but more generally to the city in which he was supposed
to hold his court. According to a legend, which was probably
of Spanish origin, he was a descendant of a younger brother
of the Inca Atahualpa, who had himself been treacherously
slaughtered by Pizarro. The remainder of this story was
perhaps of native growth, though the seeds from which it
sprang had in all probability been quickened into life by the
eager inquisitiveness of Europeans.

The lake of Parima has long since resolved itself into the
inundations which, at certain seasons of the year, spread over
Probable the level plains, to the enormous extent of fourteen
Suffatte. thousand square miles.1 For the fable of the Golden
City no similar foundation has been discovered. Gold is

1 Raleigh's Discovery of Guiana. Ed, Schcajburgk, Introd. 54. I
shall always quote from this edition,